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Abstract

The article considers the current state and prospects of rural tourism development in Ukraine. The analysis of
scientific sources of Ukrainian and foreign scientists, relating to the subject of this study, is made. The article
contains personal research conducted in 2020. Based on the data of a sociological survey on the attitude of
Ukrainian citizens to the development of rural tourism in Ukraine, the willingness of the population to rest in rural
area and invest their own funds in the development of private business in this area was analyzed. Attention is paid to
obstacles to the development of rural tourism and the main ways that will promote the development of rural tourism

in Ukraine.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, rural tourism is an important
component of the tourism industry in the
broadest sense of this term. In the countries of
the European Union, rural tourism covers
more than 30% of used holidays. As a way to
spend free time it is chosen for the second or
third time during the year [5]. Rural tourism
in Europe has a long tradition. It is in him that
the European Union sees the main lever for
the economic recovery of its rural areas [4].
Today the rural tourism in Ukraine is in the
formation stage. The development of this
sphere of tourist services in rural areas has
begun to acquire a systemic character from
the end of the twentieth century. The rest in
the picturesque villages through the use of the
available private housing stock of hospitable
hosts has a positive effect not only on the
health of vacationers, but also on the
environment and the economy of the regions
of Ukraine. This in turn expands the scope of
employment of rural residents and allows the
sale of environmentally friendly products of
personal farming [3, 9].

The picturesque Ukrainian village has a
unique historical and architectural heritage,
curative and recreational resources, original

culture and way of life, unique landscapes,
rich national traditions, opportunities to eat
ecologically clean products and relax in the
conditions of charming nature. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the development of
rural tourism in Ukrainian villages is
becoming increasingly popular among tourists.
Rural tourism is a promising way of
sustainable development in rural area. After
all, it is an effective means of combating
poverty and solving a number of social,
economic and environmental problems of the
Ukrainian village. World practice shows the
high profitability of sphere of rural tourism.
According to the sociological surveys
conducted in the European Union, the three
main motives for choosing rural tourism
services are: the “escape” from the intense
pace of wurban life, the possibility of
immersion in rural life, relaxation (35.2%);
the possibility of combining recreation with
active travel (20.2%); the desire to relax in
nature and communicate with the world of
plants and animals (17.3%) [8].

Today in Ukraine rural tourism does not have
a sufficient legal basis. It is considered in the
Law of Ukraine “On Tourism” [13] only as a
type of tourism and does not contain a clear
definition. The right of peasant farms to
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engage in rural tourism is defined by the Law
of Ukraine “On Individual Farm”. This law
gives a definition of the personal peasant
economy and outlines the scope of this
activity. It is also noted that the activities
related with the conducting personal peasant
farms are not related to the entrepreneurial
activity [14].

World Tourism Organization understands
Rural Tourism as a type of tourism activity in
which the visitor’s experience is related to a
wide range of products generally linked to
nature-based activities, agriculture, rural
lifestyle/culture, angling and sightseeing [12].
The benefits of rural tourism development
(economic, environmental and socio-cultural)
are discussed in the research of Tsephe and
Eyono Obono. The aim of the study was to
develop a model of factors influencing the
motivation of tourists to rest in rural areas [11].
The attitude of local residents to the
development of sustainable tourism in rural
area and the impact of tourism development
on rural area were studied by Muresan et. al.
According to the respondents, the positive
advantages of rural tourism development are:
the ecological component of sustainable
development, the possibility of employment,
improving the quality of life of local
residents, improving the overall infrastructure
of villages and others. The local community is
ready to support the sustainable development
of tourism with significant benefits (economic,
socio-cultural and infrastructural) [7].

Studies conducted by Blesi¢ et. al. concerned
villages where tourism is just beginning to
develop. The purpose of the survey was to
analyze the attitude of the population to the
development of tourism in rural area. The
results of the survey showed that respondents
are aware that with the development of rural
tourism in rural area there will be both
advantages and certain problems. In addition,
respondents agree that tourism activities in the
region will bring economic benefits. The
analysis of respondents answers also showed
that residents assessment of economic and
socio-cultural impact differs significantly
depending on their socio-demographic
characteristics. The results of the study
confirmed the idea that explaining to villagers
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the importance of the potential benefits of
rural tourism development is essential for the
successful functioning of this area [1].
Dimitrovski at. al. highlights the main
benefits of rural tourism development for
villagers. These include: preservation of the
environment and cultural heritage, economic
benefits for the local population, prevention of
migration  from  villages to cities,
diversification of the rural economy,
improvement of local infrastructure, etc. [2].
The purpose of the article is to study the
attitude of the population of Ukraine to the
development of rural tourism. Based on the
data obtained, identify the main advantages
and obstacles that exist in this area. Propose
specific measures for the successful
functioning of rural tourism in Ukraine.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In the process of writing the article we used
general and special scientific research
methods: generalization — for research the
essence of the concept of "rural tourism";
comparative analysis — in the study of foreign
experience on the impact of rural tourism on
rural area; sociological survey — to collect
sociological information; graphic method —
for plotting diagrams; induction and deduction
— to summarize the results of the study and
formulate conclusions.

To analyze the state of awareness and attitude
of the population of Ukraine to the
development of rural tourism in Ukraine, we
conducted a survey among citizens living in
all regions of Ukraine. Our purpose was to
find out whether the population of Ukraine
wants to develop such perspective type of
tourism as rural tourism.

We developed a survey questionnaire
containing 14 questions. Respondents were
asked to choose one or more of the suggested
answers or to indicate their own option.
Respondents were also asked to provide
general information about themselves, which
included: gender, age, education, place of
residence and average monthly family income
per person. The survey was conducted during
August-December 2020. Form of conducting
— online survey in the Google Forms system.
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A total of 326 respondents took part in the
survey.

Differences in the historical development of
Ukrainian territories, their natural conditions
and natural resource potential, ethnocultural
and socio-demographic features, different
levels of economic development, their
economic  specialization and economic
structure of the territories led to the formation
of economic regions of Ukraine. Each
economic region has a certain territory, its
own internal economic structure, mechanisms
of management and functioning [6]. Maniv
et.al. identify the most stable and functional-
operational structure of economic regions in
Ukraine, which includes 8 economic regions:
Donetsk (Donetsk and Luhansk regions),
Prydniprovsk (Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhia
and Kirovohrad regions), Eastern (Poltava,
Sumy and Kharkiv regions), Central (Kyiv,

Cherkasy  regions), Polissya  (Volyn,
Zhytomyr, Rivne and Chernihiv regions),
Podilsky (Vinnytsia, Ternopil and
Khmelnytsky regions), Carpathian
(Zakarpattia, lvano-Frankivsk, Lviv and
Chernivtsi  regions), Black Sea (Odessa,

Mykolaiv and Kherson regions and the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea) [6]. We
used this method of dividing Ukraine by its

Gender structure of respondents
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Fig. 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents
Source: own representation.

Have a

scientific
degree
14%
Higher
Education
67%

regions to analyze the perspectives for the
development of rural tourism in Ukraine.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The obtained results of the sociological
survey are presented in this section of the
work. This part of the article contains an
analysis of the questionnaire and a graphic
illustration of the results. Respondents general
perception of the development of rural
tourism in Ukraine was assessed by choosing
one or more of the proposed answers to the
proposed guestionnaire.

326 respondents took part in the survey,
including 62% of women and 38% of men.
The majority of the respondents live in an
urban area — 67%, 25% of respondents live in
rural area and 8% of respondents live in urban
village area. Respondents aged: 18-25 years —
22%; 26-35 years — 36%; 36-45 years — 25%,
46-59 years — 13%; 60 years and older — 4%.
The largest share of respondents are citizens
with higher education — 67%, 14% of
respondents have a scientific degree, 11% of
respondents — people with incomplete higher
education, 6% of respondents have secondary
special education and 2% of citizens have
completed secondary education (Fig. 1).
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The  population of  Ukraine  differs
significantly by income level, depending on
the place of residence and social status.
Among the surveyed citizens, the largest share
(47%) were respondents, whose average
monthly family income per person was more
than 6,000 UAH (as at January 2021). In 30%
of respondents this income is in the range
from 4,000 to 6,000 UAH, in 17% of
respondents — from 2,000 to 4,000 UAH, and
in 6% of respondents this income is very

Average monthly family income per person

up to 2000
from 2000

more than 6% to 4000

6000 UAH
47%

17%

ﬁ‘om 4000
to 6000
UAH
30%

Eastern region

small — up to 2,000 UAH. Different numbers
of respondents were interviewed in the
regions of Ukraine. The largest share of
respondents (47%) live in the Carpathian
region, 16% — in the Central region, 11% — in
the Prydniprovsk region, 9% — in the Polissya
region, 6% — in the Eastern region, 5% — in
the Black Sea region, 4% — in the Podilsky
region and 2% — in the Donetsk region (Fig.
2).

Distribution of respondents by regions of Ukraine

Blaclf Sea Podilsky
region : Donetsk

region N
5% region

\4% / o

6%

Polissya
region
9%

Carpathian
region
47%

Central region
16%

Fig. 2. Distribution of respondents by income level and regions of Ukraine

Source: own representation.

The socio-economic survey shows that the
recreation in rural area is liked by a
significant proportion of respondents (92%).

We chose the five most attractive regions for
recreation in Ukraine (according to data of the
State Statistics Service of Ukraine [10]). 70%
of respondents preferred to rest in the region
of the Ukrainian Carpathians. We see that the
Ukrainian Carpathians attract tourists from all
over Ukraine with its picturesque nature,
mountain landscapes, unique cultural and
ethnographic heritage, rich natural and
recreational resources, ancient traditions and
folk rites, historical past and landmarks of
architecture and art, which are known far
beyond Ukraine. It is in the Carpathian
economic region that the perspectives of the
development of rural tourism remain one of
the best in Ukraine, given the complex

influence of various factors (historical,
geographical, ethnographic, cultural,
environmental, economic, social, etc.). A

small proportion of respondents (13%) would
like to rest in the Black Sea region, 8% of
respondents are attracted to rest in the Central
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region of Ukraine, 6% of respondents want to
rest in Polissya region and 3% — in Podilsky
region (Fig. 3).

® Carpathian region
® Black Sea region
Central region

® Polissva region

= Podilsky region

Fig. 3. Attractiveness of the regions of Ukraine for
recreation in rural area
Source: own representation.

The majority of respondents consider that the
main advantages of recreation in rural area are
the picturesque landscapes and cozy
atmosphere of the village (85%). The next
position is occupied by hiking and horseback
riding, picking berries and mushrooms,
fishing (56%). 55% of respondents prefer to
get acquainted with the local culture and way
of life, national cuisine. Slightly fewer
respondents rated the possibility of eating
environmentally friendly products (44%),
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affordable cost of rest (42%) and curative and
recreational resources of the area (37%)
(Fig.4). It is worth noting that the

Possibility of eating environmentally friendly products

Curative and recreational resources of the arca

Affordable cost of rest

Acquainted with the local culture and way of life,
national cuisine

Hiking and horseback riding, picking berries and
mushrooms, fishing

Picturesque landscapes and cozy atmosphere of the

village

Fig. 4. The main advantages of recreation in rural area
Source: own representation.

It should be noted that 95% of respondents
consider that the development of rural tourism
in Ukraine is necessary. Our survey shows
that 62% of respondents see the need to
develop of rural tourism exactly in the unique
historical and ethnographic heritage of
Ukrainian villages, 53% of respondents — in
the ecological purity of the rural area, 46% —
in the traditional hospitality of the owners and

Growing demand for recreation in rural area

A variety of additional excursion services to the
liking of the tourist

Availability of free rural housing for tourists

Availability of free labor resources to serve tourists

Traditional hospitality of the owners and affordable
price for rest

Ecological purity of the rural area

Unique historical and ethnographic heritage of
Ukrainian villages

Fig. 5. The need for rural tourism development in Ukraine

Source: own representation.

The majority of respondents (82%) consider
that for a clear economic and legal regulation
of activity in the field of rural tourism, it is
necessary first of all to accept the Law of
Ukraine “On Rural Tourism” at the state level.

respondents were given the opportunity to
choose one or more of the proposed answers
or to indicate their own option.

85%

affordable price for rest, 40 % of respondents
— in the availability of free labor resources to
serve tourists, 33% of respondents — in the
availability of free rural housing for tourists,
32% of respondents preferred a variety of
additional excursion services to the liking of
tourist and 28% of respondents see the need
for growing demand for recreation in rural
area (Fig. 5).

62%

Today there are positive trends in the
development of tourism in rural area inhibit
some problematic aspects of the development
of the tourism and recreation industry, the
main of which are: unsatisfactory condition of
tourist routes, inefficient use of existing
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transport to transport tourists, lack of visual
tourism information, neglect of environmental
safety rules in nature reserves and recreational
areas, etc.

According to the respondents, the most
important obstacles to the development of
rural tourism in Ukraine are: insufficient state
funding and lending (66%), difficult
conditions for registration and business
(47%), lack of legislative framework (39%),
low qualification of tourism workers (35%)
and another answer (14%). To another answer
the respondents included: low level of
advertising and promotion of rural tourism;
lack of appropriate infrastructure; low income
of citizens; the need to create places of

Another answer
Low qualification of tourism workers

Lack of legislative framework

Ditticult conditions for registration and
business

Insufficient state funding and lending

interest for tourists (maintenance of old
buildings in good condition, rather than
damage them by modern repairs); lack of
experience among entrepreneurs and poor
dissemination of information about this type
of tourism; ignorance of the population about
the availability of rural tourism services and
its benefits; lack of appropriate advertising;
unsatisfactory condition of roads and problems
with Internet connection; unwillingness to
improve the available service; insufficient
marketing measures to promote this type of
tourism;  pollution and  unsatisfactory

condition of certain territories, lack of initiative
of citizens to open their own business in the
field of rural tourism, etc. (Fig. 6).

66%

Fig. 6. Obstacles to the development of rural tourism in Ukraine

Source: own representation.

Respondents were also asked to rate between
1 and 4 points (1 — none, 2 — weak, 3 —
satisfactory, 4 — appreciable) state efforts to
promote the development of rural tourism. To
this question, 50% of respondents said that the
state does not make any efforts to develop
rural tourism, 46% of respondents noted that
the efforts are weak and only 4% believe that
the state's efforts are satisfactory.

Regarding opening a private business in the
field of rural tourism, the answers of the
respondents were distributed as follows: 54%
— would like to open, and 46% — wouldn't
like. We also asked the respondents whether
they are willing to take a bank loan to start a
private business (if they do not have enough
own funds), given that within 10-15 years this
loan can be repaid on the basis of profits that
will be received in the course of private
business. The answers to this question were
divided as follows: 66% — are not ready to
508

take a bank loan, and 34% — are ready to take
a loan to open and develop private business in
the field of rural tourism.

When asked what percentage of own funds
respondents are willing to invest in starting
their own business in the field of rural
tourism, the answers of the respondents were
divided as follows: 53% of citizens answered
that they are ready to invest 30% of their own
funds, 25% of respondents are ready to invest
50% of their own funds, 10% of citizens are
ready to invest 70% of their own funds, and
4% of respondents are ready to invest 100%
of their own funds. Note that 8% of
respondents indicated a different answer
(namely: ready to invest another percentage of
their own funds (10%, 20%; 45%; 85%); not
ready to invest anything; ready to invest only
their own funds, because they do not want to
take a loan; consider the possibility of at least
a small grant or benefits at the beginning of
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the development of their business (meaning a
homestead for one family, a company of up to
6 people); some respondents did not answer
the questions because they do not have
information in the field of rural tourism).

Due to the existence of certain problems
related to the development of rural tourism in
Ukraine, the state must take a number of
urgent measures. These measures should
include: improvement of national legislation;
approval of organizational conditions for the
provision of services in the field of rural
tourism; formation of proposals on the
elements of corporate style and ethnic features
of the identification of the Ukrainian estate;
activation of local authorities to support rural
tourism; training and preparation of qualified
personnel who are able to implement new
ideas, attract investments and carry out
effective management of new projects, etc.
When asked how the state could help improve
the situation in the field of rural tourism, 80%

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

80%

Share of respondents

Attracting
mvestors

Development
environmental and Law of Ukraine
economic
programs

of respondents said that it is necessary to
attract investors, 54% of respondents believe
it is necessary to develop environmental and
economic programs, 51% - the adoption of
the Law of Ukraine "On Rural Tourism". And
11% of respondents indicated their own
answer: development of village infrastructure
and repair of existing roads leading to rural
estates with appropriate road signs; the
possibility of providing dotation; tax benefits;
funding and promotion (advertising, PR);
advertising support at all levels of the media;
reduction tax pressure and reduction of
unnecessary state control; encouraging young
and middle-aged people, engaged in rural
tourism, to live in rural area; control over
observance of sanitary and hygienic norms;
raising the level of qualification of service
workers; popularization of own tourist
products by territorial communities; creation
of a favorable legal framework for the
development of rural tourism, etc.) (Fig. 7).

Adoption of the  Another answer

"On Rural
Tourism"

Fig. 7. Factors of state influence on improving the situation in the field of rural tourism

Source: own representation.

The development of quality rural tourism can
lead to many positive changes in rural area.
Among the surveyed respondents, 67% of
citizens believe that attracting investment for
the reconstruction of existing and creation of
new tourist facilities is the most necessary
factor. 64% of respondents believe that such a
factor is an effective state policy in this area.
58% of respondents believe that the state
should promote the development of promising
tourist regions. 47% consider participation in

international  development  programs a
necessary factor, and 45% of respondents
consider the implementation of economic and
social projects. A small number of
respondents (5%) provided a different answer
(in particular: organization of training for
owners of estates; bringing roads to proper
condition; cleanliness of streets, reservoirs
and adjacent territories; attracting Ukrainian
investors, etc.) (Fig. 8).
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Another answer

Implementation of economic and social projects

Participation in international development
programs
Promoting development of perspective tourist
regions by the state

Effective state policy in this area

Attracting investments for the reconstruction of

existing and creation of new tourist facilities

64%

67%

Fig. 8. Factors that contribute to the successful development of rural tourism

Source: own representation.

We asked how to stimulate demand for rural
tourism in Ukraine (Fig. 9). 81% of
respondents believe that good transport
connection with rural estates are needed. 59%
of respondents consider that low prices for
accommodation and meals are the significant
factor. 45% of respondents preferred a wide
range of entertainment services. 34% of
respondents said that the most important thing
for them is to eat only environmentally
friendly products. And 5% of respondents
indicated their own answer: advertising;
training of estate owners; good roads; Internet
access; compliance of the provided services
with  European standards; information

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

81%

Share of respondents

Good transport  Low prices for A wide range of  Eating only
connection with accommodation entertainment environmentally

rural estates and meals

campaigns by government programs: on
reservoirs — cleaning of reservoirs; in
mountainous areas and forest belts -
prevention of deforestation; in the Black Sea
and Azov regions — the creation of recreation
centers with a wide range of services inherent
in this area; there should be a certain feature
that would encourage people to relax in the
area more than once; support of advertising
and promotion of rural tourism services at the
regional, state and international levels;
improving the quality of services through
training programs for owners of rural estates;
organization of law enforcement in the fight
against fraud and hooliganism.

Another answer

services  friendly products

Fig. 9. Ways to stimulate demand for rural tourism in Ukraine

Source: own representation.
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According to the conducted sociological
survey, the rural area attracts tourists with a
variety of unique features inherent peculiar to
a certain area. It is worth noting that due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, tourists more often
began to choose the rest in small rural estates
located in an ecologically clean area. It is here
that a wide range of leisure services opens for
tourists. They have the opportunity to choose
interesting entertainment and educational
routes as they wish, to take part in folklore
events and song festivals, etc. Or tourists just
can spend time in peace and quiet, which are
so lacking in modern cities.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on our socio-economic research, which
concerned the assessment of the level of
awareness and attitude of the population of
Ukraine to the development of rural tourism,
we can draw the following conclusions:
-recreation in the rural area attracts the most
of the surveyed citizens (92%);

-among the main advantages of recreation in
rural area, respondents noted the picturesque
landscapes and cozy atmosphere of the village
(85%); hiking and horseback riding, picking
berries and mushrooms, fishing (56%);
acquaintance with local culture and life,
national cuisine (55%);

-70% of respondents would like to rest in the
region of the Ukrainian Carpathians;

-95% of respondents said that it is necessary
to develop rural tourism in Ukraine;

54% of respondents want to start a business in
this area;

-the majority of respondents (82%) believe
that the Law of Ukraine “On Rural Tourism”
should be adopted in order to clearly regulate
activities in the field of rural tourism.

The development of rural tourism at the
macro level opens new opportunities and
prospects not only for the tourism industry,
but also for the economy of Ukraine as a
whole. This is an effective way to improve the
economic, environmental, cultural and
household situation in rural areas. The
development of rural tourism helps to increase
the income received by villagers, encourages
the local population to protect nature, preserve

national, cultural and historical heritage. That
is why state support is very important, which
would promote the development of rural
tourism. It should include the attraction and
effective use of foreign investment, the
provision of soft long-term loans to rural
residents for the organization and conduct of
business, improving the activities of travel
agencies for effective advertising of rural
estates, and so on.

Our study makes it possible to identify the
main factors that will contribute to the
development of rural tourism in Ukraine.
Important factors include the following:
effective economic policy of the state in
relation to rural tourism, available
government funding and lending, reduction of
the tax burden, creation of a favorable legal
framework (including the adoption of the Law
of Ukraine "On Rural ~ Tourism"),
development of village infrastructure, support
of advertising and promotion of rural tourism
services at the regional, state and international
levels, improving the quality of these services.
Ukrainian hospitality and rich cultural
traditions attract tourists from near and far
abroad.
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